THE STATES RESOLUTION

"The best help that the Congress can render to-day is to des-
troy the delusion that it can actively help the Indian States.
That will automatically mean. that the States^ people must leanx
to rely on themselves for all internal reforms."

The resolution on the attitude of the Congress re-
garding Indian States was one of the most important of
the resolutions passed at Haripura.1    It "would have
been better if the Subjects Committee had passed the
resolution as it was adopted by the Working Committee
at Wardha, but a slight modification had to be accepted
in order to conciliate the members from the States. Even
then these friends are far from being satisfied with it,
and fail to appreciate the wisdom underlying the Cong-
ress attitude. One of these friends was at Segaon for a
little 'while, specially to understand from Gandhiji Us
and the Congress attitude, and he went away so wholly
satisfied that what Gandhiji told him may profitably be
summarised here.

1 The following resolution was passed by the Congress at Haripura in
February 1938 :

"In view of the fact that owing to the growth of public life and
the demand for freedom in Indian States, new problems are arising
and new conflicts are taking place;, the Congress lays down afresh
its policy in regard to the States.

"The Congress stands for the same political, social and economic
freedom in the States as in the rest of India, and considers the States
as integral parts of India which cannot be separated. The Parna
Swaraj or Complete Independence, which is the objective of the Cong-
ress, is for the whole of India inclusive of the States, for the integrity
and unity of India must be maintained in freedom as it has been main-
tained in subjection. The only kind of Federation tliat can be accep-
table to the Congress is one in which the States participate as free
units, enjoying the same measure of democratic freedom as the rest of
India. The Congress, therefore, stands for full responsible govern-
ment and the guarantee of civil liberty in the States, and deplores